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[For theeMedical and Surgical Reporter.] 
Case of Death from Biliary Calculi. 
By Treopn. T. Price, M. D. 

Of Tuckerton, New Jersey. 

Shortly after midnight, en the morning of the 
27th of August, 1862, 1 was called out of bed 
to visit the captain of a coasting vessel, at his 
home, twelve miles from my residence. 

Upon arriving at his house, I found his friends 
gathered there, and around his bed, to see him 
die. The patient was in a partially collapsed 
condition, retaining his intellect pretty well, but 
with failing pulse and with shrunken anemic 
look. 

The attendants exhibited to me considerable 
quantities of partly coagulated blood, which he 
had ejected during the night, by both vomiting 
and stool. Frequent paroxysms of excruciating 
pain, chiefly in the epigastric region, accom- 
panied with nausea; and occasionally with 
vomiting of blood and the fluid contents of the 
stomach, still continued to distress him, as they 
had for upward of 24 hours past. 

The previous history of the case, as I briefly 
learned from the family, was substantially as 
follows : 

_ He had been subject to oteasional violent at- 
tacks of pain in the epigastrium and hypochon- 
dria, atteuded with nausea and vomiting, (and 


» sometimes with temporary jaundice ;) for up- 
> ward of two years; which attacks had, latterly, 


eased in frequency and severity. 
After acute suffering fora few days, he had 
fays heretofore, become relieved, as he sup- 
by such means as had been employed; 
imes calling upon a physician when in his 
ler todo so, and sometimes, when taken at 
a, obliged to use such means of relief as were 
fhand ;-and during the intervals between the 





attacks, appearing to be quite well, and able to 
pursue his avocation, one of hardship and expo- 
sure, with vigor and success, 

About two weeks before I was called to see 
him, an unusually severe attack of his disease 
came on, shortly after he had arrived at home 
from Newberne, N.C., where he had left his ves- 
sel employed in Government transportation. 

The physician of his neighborhood, Dr. Stillé, 
was called upon to attend him, whose treatment 
Iam unable to report, as he was suddenly sum- 
moned away from the neighborhood, the day 
before I was called to visit the patient. 

After some days of great anguish, receiving 
little or no relief from medical treatment—to 
use his own language—he “suddenly felt some- 
thing give way within,” and joyfully announced 
himself a great deal better, but a few hours 
afterwards a large quantity of blood passed his 
bowels, succeeded by like discharges, at intervals 
of a few hours; diminishing in quantity, how- 
ever, for two or three days, when finally after 
some difficulty, he voided a hard irregularly 
spherical body of the size of a black walnut with 
the rind removed. This body had been partly 
crushed before I saw it, but the preserved frag- 
ments were shown to me. It weighed, as one of 
the family informed me upward of one ounce 
avoirdupois. I at once recognized it as a huge 
biliary calculus, far surpassing in size anything 
of the kind that I had ever witnessed. 

Since the escape of this enormous calculus, 
the patient had felt easier,and fancied himself 
better ; but had been, really, gradually declining, 
with soreness and some pain in the epigastrium, 
failing appetite, and the occasional discharge of 
small quantities of Llood from the bowels, etc. ; 
until a day or two before Isaw him, the pain and 
nausea having again returned with severity, and 
the depression alarmingly increased, and his 
physician having been suddenly called away, as 
before remarked, I was sent for, and found bim 
in the condition at first described. 
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The diagnosis was unmistakable, the progno- 
sis, exceedingly unfavorable. I gave himself 
and his family but little encouragement, the only 
hope expressed, being that the hemorrhage from 
the hepatic abscess might by some means, be 
arrested, or cease spontaneously. 

Lead and opium, the only suitable remedies at 
hand, were ordered as styptics—absolute quiet 
commanded—and beef tea, milk punch, ete., 
directed for nourishment and stimulation. All 
were of no avail. The next morning I found 
him dead. 

Requesting permission to make a post-mortem 
examination, it was unexpectedly granted—I 
say unexpectedly because such opportunities sel- 
dom occur to physicians in this part of the coun- 
try, the people having a strong aversion to 
the custom. Making the best use I could of 
such means as were at hand, I proceeded to the 
task, assisted by two or three of the neighbors. 


Upon exposing the contents of the abdomen, 
I found the stomach, peritoneum and intestines 
healthy and sound. The latter were darker than 
usual, their contents being blood. 


The liver had a normal appearance, until I 
raised the anterior lobe upward and commenced 
breaking the peritoneal attachments loose, to 
bring its inferior surface to the light, in doing 
which, the sudden escape of blood into the ab- 
dominal cavity, and the gurgling sound attending 
my manipulations of the organ, apprised me 
that I had ruptured the thin walls of a large 
cavity which occupied the site of the gall-blad- 
der, that viscus appearing to be entirely obliter- 
ated, or so changed in structure as to be 
unrecognizable. Upon examination I found this 
cavity or abscess discharging blood, and perhaps 
pus, by a large opening communicating with the 
duodenum in the course of the ductus communis 
choledochus. I could very readily pass my 
thumb along this canal into the duodenum, and 

‘explored with my finger the interior of the in- 
testine upward to the stomach, and downward as 
far as it would reach. Upon examining the in- 
terior of the abscess, I found a number of gall 
stones, seven of which I removed, the largest 
being of the size of a large catawba grape, the 
smaller being as large as a grain of wheat. 
Others undoubtedly, there were, which had 
escaped into the intestines, and perhaps into the 
abdominal cavity, with the blood, after I had 

ruptured the abscess, The diagnosis of the 
day before was remarkably sustained by the ex- 
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amination. The rapid and successive formation 
of calculi in the gall-bladder and cystic duct, had 
by irritation produced inflammation, extending 
to the contiguous parts of the liver, resulting in 
suppuration, The passage of the calculi along 
the cystic and common ducts, had gradually en- 
larged those passages to the calibre displayed 
in the examination. Or perhaps the large cal- 
culus had cut its way along them by inflammation 
and suppuration. Altogether, I consider the 
case one of great interest, it being the only case 
in my experience, of death resulting from the 
formation and escape of biliary calculi. 





Diphtheria. 
By H. B. Horton, M. D. 
Of Eden, Erie County, N. Y. 

In writing upon this subject, I do not expect 
to add to what has already been said, but merely 
give what has come under my own observation, 
in treating a large number of cases. 

Diphtheria, ag it has made its appearance 
among us, has not been confined to any locality, 
being equally severe upon the uplands and hills, 
as in the valleys and along the streams, Neither 
has it been partial to age, for the infant, youth, 
middle-aged, and even those in the decline of 
life, have become its victims. But it has been 
more fatal with those between the ages of eight 
and fourteen. 

It was first seen here, about a year and a half 
ago, when it carried off many, lasting about six 
months, Then it was nearly extinct until within 
the last four months, since which time it has in- 
fected neighborhoods separated at some distance, 
dipping in among them suddenly, and leaving as 
unceremoniously. 

The causes that bring on this complaint are 
many, and.sometimes it appears to come on with- 
out any apparent cause. At other times it will 
be preceded by a cold, over-doing, or mental ex- 
citement; but it is the most liable to follow a 
cold. 

The general symptoms are, soreness in the 
throat, and difficulty in swallowing, slight indis- 
position, drowsiness, a peculiar palor, feeble, slow 
pulse, loathing of food, and occasionally great 
irritation of the stomach. But in many cases, 
more especially in children, it commences with a 
high febrile action, pulse frequent and small, 
restlessness, severe pain in the head, back and 
bones, tongue heavily coated with a dirty yellow 
fur, urine scanty and of high color, with bowels 
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natural or slight diarrhcea, with clay-colored 
stools. 

I will give a few individual cases : 

E. T., a girl aged eight years, was taken in 
the afternoon of August 24th, with high fever; 
complained of her head mostly ; at times deliri- 
ous, uttering incoherent sentences; tongue 
heavily coated ; pulse 140 per minute and small. 
Did not complain of her throat, but on examina- 
tion found the tonsils and fauces covered with a 
thick, heavy membrane. I at once cauterized it 
thoroughly with Nitrate of silver, when she 
coughed off some of the membrané. Gave a 
cathartic dose of calomel, left some of Tilden’s 
Fluid Extract of Veratrum Viride, sufficient to 
cut short the fever. Saw her that evening, 
found her quiet and rational. Bowels had 
moved, complained but little. She sat up and 
took ‘some chicken broth. I cauterized her 
throat again. Gave Chlorate of Potash Ziv. in 
solution, to be taken within the next twelve 
hours, also the carbonate of iron, quinine and 
Dover’s powders. The broth to be taken occa- 
sionally. 

25th, A. M., found her comfortable, the mem- 
brane smaller in size, with some portions of it 
detached, which I took off with a pair of forceps, 
cauterizing the remainder. Left the same pre- 
scription as yesterday. Saw her again in the 
evening, found her still improving. 


26th, 2 o’clock, A. M., was summoned in 
haste, found her much worse, sitting up in bed 
and laboring for breath, I at once saw that a 
great change had come over her. The fore part 
of the night had been hot and sultry, and the 
window of her room had been raised. About 
midnight the wind had shifted and blew in upon 
her. She had taken cold. Ordered brandy, and 
continued the other prescription. I saw it was 
of no use to cauterize, as the membrane had al- 
ready extended downward farther than I could 
see. The symptoms did not abate and she died 
at 4 o’clock in the afternoon. I succeeded in 
obtaining a post-mortem examination. Found 
the membrane covering the tonsils and fauces, 
also extending down the trachea into the lungs, 
filling the air cells entirely. The membrane ap- 
peared touyh, thick and much the color of new 
buckskin. 

N. 8S., a girl aged 2} years. Complained 
some of her throat, August 23d; did not have 
much fever, but looked pale from the first. I 
saw her August 25th. She had some symptoms 
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of typhoid fever. Her throat was badly coated. 
Could not apply the caustic as I wished, neither 
would she take medicine unless forced to. The 
disease increased in severity, until the 29th, 
when she began to grow better, and in six days 
more her throat was clear, and I considered her 
out of danger. I gave about the same prescrip- 
tion as in the first case, except brandy, which I 
gave from the commencement and kept it ur 
until I discharged her. 

September 3d, was called in again. She had 
commenced running down, not with diphtheria 
this time, but with typhoid fever. She sank 
until the 10th, when she died. 

In an adjoining town quite a number of cases 
of diphtheria were followed by typhoid fever, and 
most of them proved fatal. 

September Ist, saw Mrs. P., aged 40 years, for 
the first time. Found her tonsils swelled so that 
they nearly met. The uvula was elongated, 
and filled with dropsical effusion. Had had no 
fever, but felt weak and languid, and inclined to 
sleep much; did not want to be disturbed ; 
would answer when spoken to, and arouse up 
enough to take medicine. 

In this case the throat was fast filling up, I 
clipped the uvula, and excised the tonsils, which 
relieved the difficulty of breathing very much. 
Gave larger doses of the same prescription as 
before, plenty of beef tea and brandy and in a 
few days she was up. 

I might cite other cases but will not, as they 
were similar to one of those already described. 
In all cases I used more or less quinine, iron 
‘and chlorate of potash. Brandy or some other 
stimulus, and beef tea or broth was indispensa- 
ble. In many cases the tonsils had to be re- 
moved. When I could, I used a gargle of tincture 
of chloride of iron, before giving internal reme- 
dies. Some irregular practitioners have @een in 
the habit of applying blisters on the outside of 
the throat and whenever it was done, it was 
harder to control the inflammation that arose 
from the blister, than the disease. Nearly all 
died. 

Paralysis is very apt to follow in severe cases, 
generally of the optic nerve, causing blindness. 
It is easily removed by a few applications of 
electro-magnetism. 





Dr. Horace Green, of New York, is engaged 
in preparing for the press a somewhat elaborate 
work on the Nature and Treatment of Diseases 
of the Lungs and their Appendages. 
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PERISCOPE. 


WEEKLY SUMMARY OF MEDICAL 
JOURNALISM, ° 


The following cases of interest are selected 
from the proceedings of the Edinburgh Medico- 
Chirurgical Society, as published in the Hdin- 
burgh Medical Journal. 


EXCISION OF THE ELBOW-JOINT. 


Mr. Spence showed preparations from two 
cases where he had lately excised the elbow-joint, 
and which presented a marked contrast one to 
the other. The operation had been performed in 
the first case two or three months ago, on ac- 
count of articular caries, abscesses having formed 
in the centre of the bones; in the second, the 
joint had been excised yesterday on account of 
synovial disease, the bones and the articular car- 
tilages being scarcely affected. 





OLD DISLOCATION OF THE HUMERUS. 


Dr. Joun Srrutuers exhibited a specimen of 
old unreduced dislocation of the shoulder-joint, 
which he had met with in the dis#ecting-room. 
The chief point of interest was the elongation of 
the neck of the humerus, so that it resembled 
that of a femur. The old glenoid cavity was 
covered with long fibrous tufts. A new cavity 
was formed immediately in front of it, on the 
subscapular fossa, and was increased downwards 
off the scapula by some bony deposit, which was 
attached by ligament. Most of the new cavity 
was smooth, but irregular on the surface. The 
cartilage on the head of the humerus, except be- 
hind, remained smooth, although it had not 
pressed against the socket. It was easily bent 
in by the finger, the subjacent tissue yielding 
readily. The great tuberosity was caieed like a 
trochanter major, and between it and the head, 
behind, there was a large, irregular smooth 
articular hollow, nearly two inches in breadth. 
The afigle between the old and the new glenoid 
cavities had rested here, the outer part of the 
hollow against the fore part of the old cavity, and 
the inner part, with a portion of the back of the 
head, had rested on the new glenoid cavity. ‘The 
lesser tuberosity was seen in front, and a broad 
bicipital groove. The long tendon of the biceps 
retained its natural size. The opportunity of 
examining the state of the ligamentous connexion 
was lost by the maceration having been allowed 
to proceed too far. 





TREATMENT OF TENIA BY MALE-SHIELD FERN. 


Dr. ALEXANDER Simpson showed the head of 
a tape-worm which had been passed after a dose 
of the etherial extract of the male-shield fern. 
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A dose of the same medicine had been admin- 
istered a few weeks ago, and had procured the 
passage of a great quantity of the worm, but 
without the head. On the second occasion the 
drug had been successful. 





GLYCEROLE OF TAR (TAR PLASMA). 


A combination of glycerine and tar has been 
used recently in skin affections, instead of the tar 
ointment of the Pharmacopeia. The advan- 
tages seem to be that the glycerine compound is 
more readily absorbed, and less difficult to re- 
move by washing. I have not been able to find 
a foouils for the preparation in question, neither 
can I learn that any published one exists, and 
would therefore propose the following, as yield- 
ing an unexceptionable product. The strength 
is the same as that of the unguentum picis 
liquidum, P. L.:— Price’s glycerine, six oz. 
weight ; tar, six oz. weight ; Pome starch, 
two drachms. Warm the § ycerine, stir in 
the starch, add the tar, and raise thé mix- 
ture rapidly to the boiling point. Strain through 
a cloth, if necessary, and stir whilst cooling. 
The mere mixture of glycerine and tar heated 
in a water-bath, gives on cooling a spongy 
mass, the pores of which are filled with glyce- 
rine; after standing some time complete separa- 
tion takes place. ‘Tragacanth, acacia, soft soap, 
and many other things have been tried as sub- 
stitutes for the starch, but none of them with so 
good result. Made according to the above 
formula, glycerole of tar is a dark brown mass, 
perfectly smooth, in consistence somewhat softer 
than the ointment.— Mr. H. B. Brady, in Phar- 
maceutical Journal. 





RAW MEAT IN CHRONIC DIARRH@A, 


Several little girls were lately pointed out to 
us in M. Bouchut’s wards, suffering from obsti- 
nate diarrhea, for which he exhibits raw meat 
asaremedy. ‘Thus we noticed in St. Margaret’s 
ward a child, aged 7, who had been admitted into 
the hospital for diarrheea of long standing. 
Trisnitrate of bismuth had unavailingly been 
resorted to. M. Bouchut pronounced the case 
to be one of chronic enteritis, unconnected 
with tuberculosis; he prescribed every day 
two ounces of raw meat, and on the third 
day the dejections became solid. Another 
little girl, aged twelve, lying in the same 
ward, passed five or six liquid motions in the 
day; all the remedies resorted to had failed in 
checking the intestinal relaxation, and the child 
was much emaciated. In this instance also, two 
ounces of raw meat were prescribed each day, 
and in the course of three weeks the patient re- 
covered her oe, and all the outward ap- 
pearances of health. The nurse of the ward, an 
extremely intelligent person, exhibits this some- 
what repulsive description of food, sometimes in 
the shape of balls rolled in salt or sugar, accord- 
ing to the child’s fancy, or as a sandwich be- 
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tween two pieces of bread covered with butter 
or jam. The little patients are thus easily per- 
suaded to take this pulp, the taste of which is 
not disagreeable.—Jour. de Med. 





The following contribution to the literature of 
remarkable gun-shot wounds we find in a com- 
munication to the Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal, from Dr. G. L. Cot.ins, of Providence, 
R.I. It was met with by Mr. Jonn Stanton 
Govutp, of Hudson, N. Y., while on a recent visit 
to the Adirondack forests. Dr. Cotins vouches 
for the intelligence and credibility of the wit- 
ness : 

WOUND OF HEART—RECOVERY. 


“Two years ago a hunter, living near the head 
of Long Lake, shot a deer through the brain. 
On cutting it up, he found a curious appearance 
about the heart, which he cut out and preserved, 
first in salt, and afterwards in spirit. 

“The deer had previously been shot with a 
rifle ball, which had entered the chest, passed 
through the left auricle, diagonally through the 
left ventricle, the septum, and stopped in the 
outer wall of the right ventricle. The opening 
in the ¢ was closed by a membrane, as was 
that in the ventricle. 

“ After such a wound the deer recovered, and 
when shot was fat, and in splendid condition in 
all respects.” 





REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. 


“Medical Communications, with the proceed- 
ings of the Seventieth Annual Convention of 
the Connecticut Medical Society, held at 
Bridgeport, May 28th and 29th, 1862.” 


The first twenty-four pages of this report is 
occupied with the annual address, by Jostan G. 
Beckxwitu, M. D. This is a very able address 
and doez honor to its author, as well as to the 
Society that elicited it and to which it was ad- 
dressed. The subject of the lecture is the recip- 
rocal responsibilities and duties of the profession 
to society, andeof society to the profession. 
Many beautiful passages occur in the lecture, 
one of which we cannot avoid quoting. After 
enumerating some of the more important facts 
in science and improvements in the arts, to which 
society is indebted to the medical profession, as 
well as to various benevolent institutions which 
do honor to the age, he adds: 

“ But why allude to these institutions so recent 
in their origin, when the world is indebted to the 
medical profession for all the institutions for the 
relief of suffering throughout the civilized world. 
These had no existence in the days of Rome, 
when her imperial splendor filled the world and 
her thousand cities rolled in wealth and luxury. 
Nor among the imperishable ruins of Athens, of 
Luxor, of Tadmore and Tyre. You will look in 
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vain among the mouldering ruins of their mag- 
nificent temples for the broken column of the 
a or asylum for the unfortunate or the 
suffering poor. Not the eloquence of her Sen- 
ate, nor that lofty public spirit which was the 
glory of her age, had any voice of sympathy for 
appealing wretchedness. But there was an edi- 
fice for the destruction of the feeble, the aged 
and the helpless, showing how dark and dismal 
was the pathway of the unfortunate to the grave, 
unsheltered and unprotected by the hand of 
Christian benevolence. And what was true of 
that age is still the condition of the present, 
where Christianity and our profession have not 
exerted their ameliorating influences. Look at 
the plains of India, reddened with the blood and 
whitened with the bones of the devotees of Jug- 
gernaut. In that domain of death we find every 
vestige of sympathy obliterated from the heart 
of humanity ; the innocent babe finds no refuge in 
the maternal bosom, and the Ganges bears away 
its horrid freight, the victims of a bloody super- 
stition. Christianity has acknowledged her obli- 
gations to the profession in the ten-fold power 
with which the cures ae by physicians 
and-the operations of skillful surgeons have 
armed its missionaries in their great work of 
emancipating those dark regions lying without 
the pale of Christianity, from the bloody rites and 
degrading ceremonies of Paganism.” 


The next sixteen pages are devoted to “Brief 
Sketches of the early Physicians of Norwich,” 
and is by AspBEL Woopwarp, M. D., of Franklin. 
In this paper, no less than thirty-two names are 
mentioned, as more or less distinguished in the 
medical annals of ancient Norwich. From this 
paper we shall make but one extract. 

“The medical profession of ancient Norwich 
was more than respectable ; was distinguished, 
As practitioners, several ofits members had fewsu- 
periors on the continent. As reformers of abuses 
and fearless advocates $f salutary though un- 
popular changes, they held places in the foremost 
rank. In the year 1763, prior to any attempts 
at medical organization elsewhere on the conti- 
nent, Theophilus Rogers, with ten others, peti- 
tioned the colonial Legislature for the charter of 
a medical society. This movement, made in ad- 
vance of the age, was negatived in the lower 
house. Still it indicates one of the most impor- 
tant crises in the history of the profession. The 
presentation of that unpretending Norwich mem- 
orial, was the initiative step in a series of efforts 
which have since resulted in the permanent es- 
tablishment of many flourishing State associa- 
tions and within a few years, of the Natzonal 
society, which has contributed in a high degree 
to purify the ranks, elevate the aims, and make 
a real unit and fraternity the profession in Amer- 
ica. In the attempt alluded to, it was not the 
object of the petitioners to secure any immuni- 
ties or exclusive privileges for themselves, but to 
protect the health of the community by additional 
securities. At that time there was no authority 
in the State, legally qualified to confer degrees 
in a way to discriminate the man of solid acquire- 
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ments from the ignorant pretender. Many, with- 
out either study or natural aptitude for the exer- 
ercise of the calling, by shameless vauntings 
imposed upon a credulous populace, and by as- 
suming their title. brought discredit upon honor- 
able men. Our Norwich memorialists wished to 
strike at the root of this disgusting and ram- 
pant empiricism. To shut down the floodgates 
through which their ranks were inundated by 
incessant streams of ignorance and charlatanry, 
to estabiish a standard of education by making 
a respectable amount of attainments an indispen- 
sable requisite to the acquirement of the title, 
they asked for the appointment of a committee 
legally authorized to examine and approve 
candidates, if found qualified. Thus Norwich, 
though unsuccessful in her first attempt, was the 
pioneer in the cause of American medical organ- 
ization. 

The next paperis by Bensamrn H. Cattiy, M.D., 
and treats of Hypodermic Medication. From 
this paper we make but one quotation. “I 
am satisfied that the hypodermic syringe is a 
valuable, auxiliary in the treatment of disease. 
Indeed I should be unwilling to practice without 
it. I carry it with me as regularly as I do my 
lancet, and use it much more frequently. 

If the relief from the use of the injection was 
no more permanent than when the medicine is 
taken into the stomach its more speedy effect is 
often a matter of importance to the patient, and 
is very gratifying to the physician, especially if 
he is in haste, or anxious to get rest for himself. 
But in some of the cases, we see that this ad- 
ministration of morphine was permanent in the 
relief which it afforded, the disease not returning 
after its use.” 

The next article is by N. Grecory Hatt, M.D., 
of Vernon, upon the sympathetic nerve. To 
analyze the paper would require more space than 
we have at command. a 

The next article is upon the all-important sub- 
ject of diphtheria, and is by G. B. Hawtey, M.D., 
of Hartford. In regard to treatment we dis- 
cover nothing new. We make one extract re- 
ferring to the use of mercury. We do so the 
more willingly, because we have ever condemned 
its use, and, yet, there are several physicians in 
this locality who regard it as the s¢ne gua non of 
treatment. 

In the treatment of diphtheria no reducing re- 
medies should be administered. The various 
preparations of mercury are not indicated, neither 
does its alterative effect, so important in the 
treatment of many diseases, avail anything. The 
bowels should be exonerated of all accumulation 
by some gentle laxative which should be repeated 
as occasion requires. The various compounds of 
chlorine are highly recommended by most prac- 
titioners, and especially the chlorate of potash 
which should be given to adults in doses of ten 
grains at intervals of three or four hours—and 
to children in less quantity, the doses being pro- 
portioned to their ages. The chlorine mixture 
aaron according to a formula in Watson's 

ractice of Physic, Lecture Lxxxvitt., is a valua- 
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ble preparation. The muriated tincture of iron 
isa useful and important medicine and when ad- 


ministered early, is efficacious both as a topical 


and general remedy. Sulphate of quinine, to- 
gether with brandy, whisky, rum, or such other 
alcoholic stimulants as are most acceptable to 
the patient, should be freely given as the sys- 
tem becomes depressed by the disease. Carbon- 
ate of ammonia and spirits of turpentine are also 
important remedies for some cases. 

There are no known specifics for diphtheria, 
but a general tonic and stimulating medication is 
what we must depend upon in the treatment 
of most cases. 

The food used should be of the most nourish- 
ingkind. Beef juice properly prepared furnishes 
the most enantio nourishment available and 
it is very acceptable to the stomach: A conve- 
nient and good way of making it is to partially 
broil a beef steak over a quick fire ; when sliced 
up, which is the next step, blood should follow 
the knife ; season the scraps with pepper and salt 
and then pour on boiling water in the proportion 
of a pint and a half to a pound of beef and boil 
slowly for a half an hour. The various jellies 
and animal broths and most any delicate and nu- 
tritious animal food may be allowed. When it 
is impossible to give a sufficient amount of nour- 
ishment by the mouth, nutritive enemata should 
be employed. 

Of local applications, we prefer the murzated 
tincture of tron, a strong solution of the sulphate 
of tron, or a solution of the per-su/phate of iron. 
Stimulants we regard of the first importance. 
In many cases we find it difficult to administer 
them as freely as the circumstances of the cases 
demand. One thing is true and significant—we 
have never lost a case, however malignant it 
might be, where we could get stimulants taken 
as freely as we wished to administer. In mild 
cases they are not so urgently demanded. Where 
there is great putridity, offensiveness of breath, 
large external and internal swellings, they are of 
vital importance. 

The next three articles give a report of inter- 
esting cases, and are by the following named gen- 
tlemen respectively, viz.: Davin Crary, M.D., 
Ratpa Demine, M.D., and Joan W. Lawron, 
M.D. The cases, though interesting, present-no 
occasion for extract or remark.@ 

Proceedings of the Society, names of officers 
and members, list of previous addresses and dis- 
sertations, and the report of various committees, 
which are embraced in the Appendix, conclude 
the volume of the transactions, for 1862. The 
volume before us, gives evidence that the Con- 
necticut Medical Society, is a living and working 
society. Having survived seventy years, we hope 
it may continue to live to Methuselah’s age, and 
grow stronger with each year. We would be 
happy to receive and preserve the two immedi- 


ately preceding annual transactions, as well as. 


any previous issues. The Society has our best 
wishes for its } pow amd and perpetuity. Medi- 
cal science and literature need all the co-workers 





they can command. 0. 0. G. 
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CLOSE OF VOLUME EIGHTH. 


This issue closes the eighth volume of the 
MepicaL AND Surcicat Reporter. There has 
been considerable delay, which was beyond our 
control, in issuing some of the numbers. If it 
was practicable for us to detail all the difficulties 
we have had to encounter during the past year, 
our readers would only wonder that we have not 
been entirely broken down. The only reason 
we have not been, -is, that we had through all 
our difficulties and trials the unfaltering support 
of the profession. Our subscription list is very 
large, and subscribers have shown a determi- 
nation to sustain the enterprise, which places us 
under renewed obligations not to allow the im- 
portant trust which is committed to our keeping 
to fail, by reason of want of faith, hope and con- 
fidence on our part. We believe that this work 
has an important mission to perform on behalf 
of the profession of this country, and with their 
aid and support as it has hitherto been extended 
to us, and we believe will continue to be, it shall 
be accomplished. 

In common with our beloved country, we are 
passing through a season of great trial. The 
Supreme Disposer of events, who in our national 
afflictions has wise ends in view, will most 
assuredly “save the State” and bring our Nation 
out of the fiery furnace through which it is now 
passing, purified and regenerated, to fulfil its 
holy mission to mankind. We regard our mis- 
sion of sufficient importance to the medical 
profession, to warrant us in saying without pre- 
sumption, that our trust in these days of trial 
has been in the same Almighty power, whose 
favor has certainly been granted to us, or we 
have been greatly deceived. 

The continued support and confidence of the 
profession, will soon enable us to recover from 
the difficulties we have had to encounter, and we 
shall co rorwarp in the belief that it will not be 
denied. 


DUTIES OF MEDICAL INSPECTORS. 


In another column we copy the instructions of 
Surgeon-General Hammonp to Medical Inspec- 
tors Vouium, Mussey and Humpsreys. These 
instructions indicate what are the duties apper- 
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taining to this office, which is a new one in our 
service. 

It will be seen that these duties have a very 
important bearing on the well being of our 
armies. We have in several instances heard 
complaints of the manner in which some of the 
regimental medical officers have performed their 
duties. Some of these complaints we have 
reason to believe, have been well founded. The 
Medical Inspectors will inquire into these cases, 
and report neglectful and incompetent Surgeons 
to head quarters, from whence their deserts will 
be meted out to them. We hope that the num- 
ber subject to complaint on account of in- 
capacity, will not be great, and yet it is not to 
be denied that numbers of Surgeons have re- 
ceived appointments without any preliminary 
examination as to capacity, and that they are 
utterly unfit for the important positions which 
they occupy. We trust that the Medical Inspec- 
tors, who are all men of intelligence, ability, and 
high standing in their profession, will do their 
duty faithfully and fearlessly in this connection, 
and that their influence will tend toward pro- 
viding our army only with surgeons who are 
fully competent to perform their duties. 

It is the duty of these officers also to report 
at head quarters, the state of the supplies for the 
army. We presume this includes quality and 
adaptation to the wants of the soldiers, as well 
as quantity. The Army of the Potomac while 
on the Peninsula before Richmond, suffered 
greatly from deficient and improper supplies, 
and, we believe much of the responsibility of the 
failure of that campaign is attributable to that 
fact. 

Another of the duties of these Inspectors is 
to examine into, and report upon the action of 
all factors capable of causing disease and dis- 
comfort among the troops. This, of course, in- 
volves a thorough sanitary inspection of all the 
camps, and that, too, by accomplished sanitarians. 
Reports on these points as well as on others that 
may be deemed of importance by the Inspectors, 
are to be forwarded weekly, to the Medical In- 
spector General. 


The vast importance of this branch of the 
service to the interests of the army, of the coun- 
try, and of science, can be seen at a glance. Its 
establishment inaugurates an exceeding impor- 
tant era in the history of our army organization. 
Its plan embraces a complete bureau of medical 
statistics which will not only benefit the soldier 
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in the field, but be of lasting benefit to science. 
The military and medical history of each regi- 
ment, battery, and battalion, is to be the subject 
of inquiry, the number of killed and wounded in 
battle, the losses from discharges, desertions and 
deaths, the number of recruits received, the pre- 
vailing nationality of the men, their physical and 
moral condition, and every other circumstance 
calculated to be of use in the sanitary and medi- 
cal statistics. Henceforth the medical reports 
of the United States Army will possess a value 
that will make them sought after by the scientific 
in all countries. 

Of course the duties of the Medical Inspectors 
—there are eight in all—who are detailed to 
other departments of the army, are similar to 
those of the Army of the Potomac. 

We congratulate the profession on the present 
position and the future promise of the medical 
department of the Army. 





THE SANITARY COMMISSION. 


Rev. Dr. Brtiows, President of the Sanitary 
Commission appears for material and money in aid 
of the objects of the Commission, viz.: The relief of 
the sick and wounded soldier. The Commission 
is daily answering the requirements of Ezghty 
General Military Hospitals, not to speak of 
Regimental, and other Hospitals, of these, forty 
five, containing over twenty thousand sick or 
wounded men, are in the District of Columbia. 
The Commission supplies all that is needed for the 
care and comfort of the wounded and sick, not 
provided by the Medical Purveyors of the Gov- 
ernment, The series of battles during the past 
three months has thrown a heavy responsibility 
upon the Commission, The battles before 
Richmond the last week in June and first in July 
added 5,000, to these Hospitals. Those in 
Virginia, in the vicinity of Culpepper and Man- 
assas, added 6,000 more, and now those in Mary- 
land, have added from 7,000 to 10,000 more to the 
list. The independent means of transportation 
of the Commission enables them to reach the 
wounded with stores in advance of Governmen- 
tal or other supplies. At the recent battle of 
Antietam the supplies of the Commission, con- 
sisting of twenty-five wagon loads of stimulants, 
condensed foods, medicines and conveniences, 
reached the battle-field two days in advance of 
other supplies, except what were contained in 
the nearly empty store-house of the army medical 
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surveyor. This is very creditable to the activity 
of the Commission, but is far from being credit- 
able to that of the Government. 

Within a week after the battle, the Commis- 
sion despatched, successfully, by means of teams, 
to the scene of battle, from Washington alone, 
23,663 pieces of dry goods, shirts, towels, bed- 
ticks, pillows, etc., 30 barrels bandages, old 
linen, etc., 3,188 pounds of farina, etc., 2,620 
pounds condensed milk, 5,050 pounds beef-steak 
and canned meats, 3,000 bottles of wines and 
cordials, and several tons of lemons and other 
fruit, crackers, tea, sugar, rubber-cloth, tin cups 
and hospital conveniences. 


Dr. BeLtows goes on to say: 


Let the homes of the land abandon the prepa- 
ration of comforts and packages for individual 
soldiers. They only load down and embarrass 
him. If they contain eatables they commonly 
spoil. If they do not spoil, they enervate the 
soldier—if made up of extra clothing they crush 
him on the march, All this kindness kills, and 
helps fill the hospitals. The benevolence of the 
country must be exclusively concentrated on the 
hospitals and the sick and wounded. These 
cannot be taken too much care of, nor nursed too 
well. Supplies can positively be made to reach 
these; they cannot reach with any certainty sol- 
diers in the field; and the ill name suffered by 
those who, like ourselves, are ministering to the 
hospitals, for non-delivery of the goods sent us, 
is wholly due to confounding the failure of ir- 
responsible parties to deliver things kindly, but 
mischievously, intended for well men, with (what 
does not occur) our alleged failure to transmit 
everything sent to us to the hospitals where they 
are needed. Of a million articles sent us we 
defy any scrutiny to prove a hundred lost. The 
reports of the men returning from the field, say- 
ing that they have bought our stores, shirts, 
drawers, etc., are based on the fact that after 
these supplies have done their work, they may, 
in some cases, be sold by the soldiers to whom 
they were given, and who cannot, as convales- 
cents, carry them. No sick soldier ever bought 
a single article from any agent of ours. 

It is impossible on our system, and is utterly 
false. Base men may claim the name of our 
agents, but we have no base men in our employ. 
The agents in our employ have proved their 
worth by laying down their health, almost with- 
out exception, and in some cases their lives, in 
our exacting and exposed service. 

Our books, methods, returns, are always open 
to the unshackled inspection of the public, and 
we have no desire so strong, as for unsparing 
and merciless examination of our work. 

Our expenses, both in money and administra- 
tion, are necessarily very large, and always in- 
creasing. California has sent us a magnificent 
donation. But it would be a prodigious mis- 
take to withhold the money liberality of our 
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older cities on that account. If our usual in- 
come from the wealth of the North were cut off 
by this great windfall, San Francisco would 
prove, in three months, our ruin instead of our 
support. Send in then, steadily, supplies and 
money. Only a great accumulation of both can 
give us the confidence to act with the energy 
and liberality which are the conditions of our 
humane success, 

The above statements will show the impor- 
tance of the work being performed by the Sani- 
tary Commission, and the necessity of having it 
heartily sustained in its well directed labors. 
We trust that our profession whose influence is 
great, with the community, will exert themselves 
to further the objects of the Commission. 





EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS. 


Somnambulism.—A case of Somnambulism 
recently occurred to a correspondent of the Re- 
porter, which had a rather unusual development. 
We received through the post-office an envelope, 
containing a half sheet of foolscap on which was 
written the title merely of an article for our 
pages. Supposing there was some mistake 
about it, we wrote mentioning the fact. Our 
correspondent replies: “I was somewhat pre- 
pared for your communication. After three 
days and nights without sleep, and quite unwell, 
T retired to bed ¢mpressed with the idea that 
Iwas neglecting my correspondence, I got up 
somnambulic, went to my office, wrote for a 
considerable time, directed and mailed my manu- 
script, and went again to bed, entirely uncon- 
scious of the matter! This I learn from my 
wife. Your letter is the first I have learned in 
regard to that night’s work. Probably most of 
it is inexplicable to somebody. This is my first 
experience in this line.” 

As a comment on the above we have simply 
to say that we would prefer to have our corres- 
pondents wide awake. 

American Physicians Abroad.—Several 
prominent physicians of this country have been 
in Europe, of late. Dr. J. Marion Sims, of 
New York, seems to have established himself in 
Paris, with the intention of making a prolonged 
stay there. He has his family with him, and is 
engaged there in Hospital duties, we presume, 
in the line of his specialty. Dr. D. T. Brown 
of the Hospital for the Insane at Bloomingdale, 
New York, is visiting European institutions of 
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a like character. Dr. Doremus, also of New 
York, is experimenting in Paris with a chemical 
combination of his, in the shape of a new kind 
of gunpowder. Dr. Eruram Ouvrrer, of 
Woburn, Mass., is enlightening our European 
brethren on the virtues of veratrum viride, and 
on Sayre’s and Davis’ splints for the treatment of 
hip diseases, etc. Dr. Geo. B. Woop, of this 
city, was at the late meeting of the British Medi- 
cal Association. Dr. A. L. Kennepy, also of 
this city, is visiting Polytechnic Institutions in 
Europe. 

Volunteer Surgeons.—The severe battles of 
the past few days has occasioned another call 
from Dr. Lerrerman, the Medical Director of 
Gen. McClellan’s army, for volunteer Surgeons 
for the emergency. The Surgeon-General has 
notified a limited number of Surgeons in differ- 
ent sections of the country to repair at once to 
Maryland. Of course the call will be promptly 
responded to, by first class Surgeons, who will 
consider it a privilege to render their services to 
those who have been wounded while fighting the 
battles of their country. 

Yellow Fever.—This disease continues to 
prevail on the Florida station, though not ina 
virulent form, by any means. The soldiers and 
sailors in the service of the Government, being 
unacclimated, have suffered a good deal from 
it. At the Marine Hospital, Key West, 
the deaths have averaged three daily out of 
about forty-five patients. The General Military 
Hospital at the Barracks, has about one hundred 
and twenty sick, and several deaths daily. Thus 
far, not a woman or child has died of the fever. 

Among the deaths we notice that of Dr. D. 
A. Lewis, of this city, who died on the Ist inst., 
leaving the Marine Hospital without a resident 
physician. Dr. Horner the Fleet Surgeon, a 
man of much experience in the treatment of 
Yellow Fever is doing all that he can for the 
sick. 

Noble Contribution from California to the 
Sanitary Commission.—California is so far re- 
moved from the scenes of strife and bloodshed 
in which the Atlantic States are so unfortunately 
engaged, that the burden of patriotism does not 
press upon her as it does upon the loyal States 
of the East. She is not, however disposed to 
take advantage of the exemption she migh 
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claim on account of her position, as is evidenced 
by the following despatch received lately by the 
officers of the Sanitary Commission. This noble 
gift comes very opportunely just as the smoke is 
clearing away from the battle-field of Antietam, 
the bloodiest, so far, of the war. 





San Francisco, 
September 20, 1862. 


To H. W. Bellows, President, and Geo. T. Strong, Treasurer 
U. 8. Sanitary Commission : 


We have this day forwarded to you, per 
steamer, drafts on Eugene Kelley & Co., New 
York, for one hundred thousand dollars, con- 
tributed by citizens of San Francisco for the 
relief of sick and wounded soldiers and seamen 
of the Federal army and navy. 

The committee wish, if there are branches of 
the Commission in St. Louis and Cincinnati, in- 
dependent in their organization as regards money, 
that a portion of this sum should go to them. 

Arrangements have been made with Eugene 
Kelley & Co. to pay you at once if necessary. 
See them and inform us by telegraph. 


S. H. F. TescuenmaAcuer, 
Chairman Central Relief Committee. 
James Oris, Treasurer. 


Successful application of Artificial Limbs.— 
In the clinical reports of the Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital, on page 614, of the last volume, our readers 
will find notes and drawings of a case of rachitis, 
in which amputation was performed in one limb, 
leaving the other very much deformed. The 
stump of the amputated limb was slow in heal- 
ing, but it finally got entirely well. The inge- 
nuity of our townsman, B. Frank Pater, Esq., 
was then put to the test to provide an artificial 
substitute, This he has succeeded in doing, 
fitting artificial limbs to both the leg and the 
stump, which are practically useful to the wearer. 
We have recently had an opportunity of seeing 
the case, which is certainly creditable to the skill 
and ingenuity of Mr. Pater. 





NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 


——— 


Order from the Surgeon General defining 
the Duties of Medical Inspectors.—Surgeon- 
General’s Office, Washington City, D. C., Sept. 
15, 1862.—To Lieut.-Col. E. P. Votium, Medi- 
cal Inspector, United States Army, Washington, 
D. C.—Sir:—In conjunction with Medical In- 
spectors Mussey and Humpnreys, you are de- 
tailed to inquire into the sanitary condition of 
the army under the command of Major-General 
McCie.uan, the manner in which the medical 
officers perform their duties, the state of the 
supplies, the action of all factors capable of 
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causing disease and discomfort, and such other 
points as you may be instructed in by the Medi- 
cal Inspector-General, or which may seem to you 
of importance. Apportioning your labors, you 
will examine every regiment, battalion and bat- 
tery embraced within the command within the 
inspection of which you may be charged. You 
will ascertain its military and medical history, 
the number of killed and wounded in battle, the 
losses from discharges, desertions and deaths, 
the number of recruits received, the prevailing 
nationality of the men, their physical and moral 
condition, and every other circumstances calcu- 
lated to be of use in sanitary and medical sta- 
tistics. 

You will forward on every Monday morning 
to the Medical Inspector General, a detailed re- 
port of all your operations of the past week. 
Nothing but the most stringent necessity will be 
permitted to interfere with the regular transmit- 
tal of your report. You are not assigned to 
duty as a medical officer of General McCret- 
LAN’s army, and you will not, therefore, be eligible 
to direct the medical officers of that command 
in the discharge of their duties. Your duties 
are those of inspection and report, and though 
it is not supposed that you will refrain from 
giving your advice to the inexperienced or the 
inefficient, when the necessity seems urgent, 
your functions extend no further, and unless, 
therefore, under very great pressure, it will be 
better for you to report to the Medical Director 
such faults or deficiencies as require immediate 
correction. 

The Department has every confidence in the 
efficiency of that officer, and is convinced that, 
when cases of dereliction or of want are brought 
to his notice, he will promptly apply the proper 
remedy, as far as it lies in his power. Medical 
Inspector Vottum will divide the duties to be 
performed, assigning to each Inspector an equal 
number of army corps upon which to report. 

With the expression of my conviction that 
your investigations cannot fail to be beneficial to 
science and to the service, I am, sir, very re- 
spectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) Witt1am A. Hammonn, 
Surgeon-General. 


Pension Examining Surgeons.—The Com- 
missioner of Pensions has appointed the follow- 
ing Examining Surgeons, in accordance with the 
provision of the eighth section,of the act granting 
pensions, approved July 14th, 1862.—George 
Stevens Jones, M. D., Boston, Mass.; Harvey 
F. Montgomery, M. D., Rochester, New York ; 
James H. Oliver, M. D., Cincinnati, Ohio; Geo. 
W. Mears, M. D., Indianapolis ; Ralph R. Jones, 
M. D., Bangor, Maine ; Charles C. P. Clarke, M. 
D., Oswego, New York; George W.:Clippenger, 
M. D., Terre Haute, Indiana; John Robbins, 
Jr., M. D., Norridgewock, Maine; William G. 
Smith, M. D., New Philadelphia, Ohio; Seldon 
W. Jones, M. D., Leavenworth, Kansas; OQ. L. 
Clark, M. D., Lafayette, Indiana; Nelson Peek, 
M. D., Lyons, New York. 
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Exemption from Military Duty.—As may 
well be imagined, the announcement by the Gov- 
ernment of its purpose to add to its military 
strength by drafting, has created quite a stir 
among the people. There is a class of persons 
whose patriotism and bravery may both be of 
the first order, but who have rather a question- 
able way of showing them. These individuals 
have shown great anxiety to be prepared with 
exemption papers to meet the enrolling officer 
with. They have rushed to aldermen and doc- 
tors, for affidavits and certificates. 

The following are among those now on file at 
the office of the County Commissioners, which 
we publish verbatim et literatim: 

“City of Philadelphia, ss: Personally ap- 
peared before me, the subscriber, one of the 
Aldermen of the said city, W Ss ‘ 
who, being duly sworn according to law, doth 
depose and say: That on account of his head 
being split open, and his left leg being fractured, 
and also by losing the sight of his right eye, and 
being injured by being caught in the rope walk 
machinery, and injured eternally. 

“ Avuaust 6,’62. Before me, ————, Alder- 
man. 

It is evident that the above party will not be 
liable to do military duty for some time to come, 
assuming his affidavit to be true. 


Here is another, a doctor’s certificate :— 
“Puita., Aug. 6, 62. 
“Certificate of Mr. Joun C——s. 
“he is sick of consumption of the throat, 
chronic inflammation of Larnyn P. M. 
“ Prep, G——, M. D.” 





Another reads :— 


“ Certificate of Mr. Wu. B——n. 

“js sickly on the weakness of the eyes and 
asthmatical and the Rheumatism in the shoulder 
& in the legs. “Freep, G——, M. D. 

“ August 9th, 1862.” 


Another makes the most of a slight defect : 
“Puira., Aug. 14, 62. 
The Bearer, Mr. Grornce _K——, has not the 
use of his right ear, consequently he is unfit for 
military duty. “A. J.G., M. D.” 


Another states that he is physically unable on 
account of having a “bowel consumption.” 
Another states that “he is a tailor, a very poor 
man, not able to support his wife and three 
children, and not well.” Rheumatism and 
chronic complaints of various kinds are generally 
urged in these affidavits as causes of exemption. 


An operative, in one of the chemical labora- 
tories of Paris, has shown by experiment that no 
explosive material, neither ordinary gunpowder, 
gun-cotton, nor the fulminates of mercury or 
silver, will explode in a vacuum. When they 
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are ignited under a receiver, by means of an 
electric spark, they simply burn down, but do 
not explode. 


Coffee for Soldiers —In a report which M. 
Larrey was recently called upon to make, by the 
Board of Health of the Department of the 
Seine, he states that upon the recommendation 
of his father, (the celebrated Baron Larrey, 
Napoleon’s Surgeon in Chief,) the first coffee was 
employed freely in Algeria, with the best effects 
upon the soldiers’ health, as a substitute for 
brandy. It has also seemed to act in some meas- 
ure as a prophylactic to intermittent fever. One 
of the most incontestible effects of coffee, is in 
neutralizing the debilitating influence of heat, 
for which, indeed, the Orientals regard it asa 
specific. Thirst is thus appeased, and the per- 
nicious consequences of drinking cold water 
during transpiration, avoided. M. Larrey is 
disposed to attribute in some degree to the regu- 
lar employment of coffee, the absence of epi- 
demic diseases during the Italian campaign of 
1859. During long marches the soldiers’ spirits 
are quite as well raised by coffee as by brandy, 
while the effect is much more enduring. 


The Late Census.—The official census of 
1860, now made public, communicates some in- 
teresting facts, some of which have not been 
heretofore given. The cost of collecting the 
details was $1,292,206, of which $247,000, due 
in the Southern States, is not yet paid. The in- 
crease of the population from 1850 to 1860 was 
8,225,464. The fifteen slaveholding States con- 
tained, according to this census, a population of 
12,240,000, of whom 8,039,000 were whites, 
251,000 free colored, and 3,950,000 slaves. The 
nineteen non-slaveholding States and seven Ter- 
ritories contained a population of 19,201,546, of 
whom 18,936,579 were white, 237,218 were 
colored, 27,749 were Indians. The ratio of in- 
crease of population during the last ten years is 
37.97 per cent. of white, 23.39 of slaves, and 
12.33 of free colored. If the average ratio be 
continued until the year 1900, only 38 years 
longer, the population of the United States 
would exceed one hundred millions, of which 
only nine millions would be colored. Our popu- 
lation in 1860 was two millions in excess of the 
total in the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland ; but there were many curious points 
of difference; thus in Great Britain the females 
outnumbered the males about 877,000, while in 
the United States the excess of males is about 
730,000. During the year’1860 the deaths in the 
United States numbered 392,821, or 1.27 per 
cent. of the population, a great comparative 
gain over 1850, when the deaths were 1.41 per 
cent. ‘The proportions of persons born with 
physical infirmities in the United States, such as 
deaf mutes, blind, etc., is much less than in any 
of the older countries of Europe, and this differ- 
ence is ascribed, in a great measure, to the in- 
creased opportunities for a wide range in the 
admixture of blood.—N. Y. Sun. 
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The Frozen Well in Vermont.—A Committee 
of the Boston Society of Natural History, Dr. C. 
T. Jackson being Chairman, have made a report 
on the frozen well of Brandon, Vt., in which 
they oof 

“ Although we do not feel that we have been 
able to remove all doubts as to the true theory of | 
the phenomena of the frozen well, still we in- 
cline to believe that the freezing is due to the 
nature of the conducting medium in which the 
well exists, and that the wave of heat in the 
summer months is not adequate to overcome the 
cold of the longer cold months, while the uncom- 
monly severe winters of 1856 and 1857 may have 
lowered the temperature of the rocky masses of 
boulders, so that the wave of summer heat’ has 
not ‘? been able to reach the frozen mass, 
which, once congealed, would resist thawing on 
account of the slow conduction of ice. It 
should also be remembered that water does not 
conduct heat downward readily, though it does 
upward by convection.”—Boston Med. § Surg. 
Journal. 





Infanticide in London.—A frightful testi- 
mony to the present condition of morals in Lon- 
don, in one respect, was given this week by Dr. | 
LankestTER, the most able of all the London | 
coroners, who, when addressing a jury at an in- 
quest, said:—‘“The English public expressed 
their horror at infanticide when it was brought 
They were not aware that 
the finding of the body of a dead child was of 
so common occurrence, that there were instances 
of it every day. So common was tt that the 
police seemed to think no more of finding a 
dead child than they did of finding a dead cat 
or a dead dog!” 


Health of New Orleans.—The deaths in New 
Orleans during the week ending August 24th, 
were only 183. This shows a sanitary condition 
which the Secretary of the Board of Health de- 
scribes as “unprecedented for the season of the 
year, particularly with so many unacclimated 
persons in our midst.” 


Medical Board.—Surgeon Macruper, for- 
merly Medical Director of the Rappahannock 
under General McDowe 1, has been appointed 
President of the Medical Board for the examina- 
tion of Surgeons at Philadelphia. 

Surgeon McParuiy, of Gen. Porr’s Staff, has 
been ordered to assume similar duties. 

Hospitals for the accommodation of the 
wounded in the recent battles in Maryland are 
being established at Frederick. 


Medical Changes.—Dr. Campsety, Medical 
Director, has been relieved from duty in Wash- 
ington, and will proceed to New York and take 
charge of the Hospitals on Bedloe’s Island. 

Dr. Axsort, in the absence of Dr. LerrERMAN, 
who is on duty in the field, will act as Medical 
Director. 

Dr. Mitnavu has been appointed General Su- 
perintendent of all the Hospitals around Wash- 
ington. 
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Personal.—Dr. Turopore Diwon is Surgeon, 
and Drs. Saw’, A. Sasin and Byroy§ DeWirt 
are Assistant-Surgeons of the 138th Regiment 
New York Volunteers. 

Capt. Harrsrern, formerly of the U. S. Navy, 
and Commander of the Grinnell Expedition in 
search of Sir John Franklin, is said to have be- 
come insane, and is an inmate of a hospital in 
Georgia. The cause alleged is the complete de- 
struction of his plantation in South Carolina by 
the hands of his own partizans. 

Dr. Wm. B. Caszy, of New Haven, is Surgeon, 
and Drs. Joun W. Lawton of Naugatuck, and 
DaniEL Jewett of East Haddam, are Assistant- 
Surgeons of the 20th Connecticut Regiment. 

Dr. James Harris is Surgeon, and Drs. Gay- 
Lor and A.Bert SpraGue are Assistant-Sur- 
geons of the 7th Rhode Island Regiment. 

Dr. Henry Pious is Surgeon, and Drs. Put- 
tips and J W. Lawron are Assistant-Surgeons 
of the 19th Connecticut Volunteers. 

Frep. B. Lawson, of Chelsea, Massachusetts, 
has been appointed Acting Assistant-Surgeon, 
and ordered to the steamer Patroon. 

Dr. Suaw, of Waitsfield, Vt., Assistant-Sur- 
geon of the 5th Vermont Regiment, died at 
Alexandria, Va., on the 7th instant. He was 
seized with the typhoid fever in camp two weeks 
before. 

Dr. GranvitiE P. Conn, of Richmond, Vt., is 
appointed Ist Assistant-Surgeon of the 12th 
Vermont Regiment Volunteers, in place of Dr. 
Henry T. Smiru, transferred to the lst Vermont 
Cavalry. 

Dr. O. A. Brewster is Surgeon, and Drs. J. 
Cass and Anprew Situ are Assistant-Surgeons 
of the 40th Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers. 
Of the 41st Regiment Dr. A. H. Buancuarp is 
Surgeon, and Dr. J.. BLackmer Assistant-Sur- 

eon. 
. Dr. J. Q. A. Hawes, of Hallowell, Maine, is 
one of the Assistant-Surgeons of the 19th Regi- 
ment Maine Volunteers. 

Dr. Wma. Coox is Surgeon, and Drs. D. G. 
Herzect and Ros’r W. Emer are Assistant- 
Surgeons of the 23d Regiment New Jersey Vol- 
unteers. 

Dr. W. S. Newett is Surgeon, and Drs. ALBAN 
Witurams and T.. G. Rowanp are Assistant-Sur- 
geons of the 24th Regiment New Jersey Vol- 
unteers. 

Dr. E. B. Datron, Surgeon of the 36th New 
York Volunteers, having been dismissed the ser- 
vice in General Order No. 125, it is now ordered 
that so much of said order as affects Dr. Datton 
be revoked. 


Directory of Sick and Wounded.—The Sani- 
tary Commission proposes to undertake, with the 
approval of the proper authorities, the prepara- 
tion and publication, at short intervals, of an 
accurate General Directory, containing the ad- 
dress and condition of every sick and wounded 
soldier in the Government Hospitals. This 
timely action of the Commission is well calcu- 
lated to meet the anxious inquiries of the public. 
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Physiology of Widowhood.—A correspondent 
of the London Medical Times and Gazette thus 
writes in relation to the above subject :— 

. For some time past my attention has been 
attracted to a very curious form of heredita 
transmission of physical peculiarities, which 
think worth while to lay before the profession, 
that more extensive and more accurate investi- 
gation than I can accord it may, if not exactly, 


at least proximately, determine its value, as an| ei 


influence in the production of disease. 

Lord Morton bred a hybrid from a chestnut 
mare and male quagga—the hybrid was quagga- 
like, and even the foals subsequently produced 
from the mare by a black Arabian sire ‘‘ were 
much more plain barred across the legs than 
is even the pure quagga.” Now, here is amd 
instance of the positive transmission by the 
female of one species of the physical peculiari- 
ties of the male of another species, with whom 
she had bred, to her offspring by a subsequent 
union with a pure male of her own species. This 
in itself is not a little remarkable, and worthy of 
investigation, by those who have opportunity, 
amongst mule breeders and others; but, further, 
I have made many inquiries amongst those inter- 
ested in the pure breeds of all kinds of cattle, 
sheep, dogs, poultry, pigeons, &c., and they uni- 
versally declare that if a high-bred female once 
breeds with an inferior male, even of her own 
race, she will never produce pure offspring, 
though she always, subsequently, breed with 
males of the highest caste. Thus, if a thorough- 
bred mare have a colt whose sire is a half-bred 
horse, although she subsequently breed with 
only thorough-bred horses, her foals will never 
prove thorough-bred. An instance was lately 
mentioned to me much in point, where a very 
pure-bred setter bitch produced her first litter 
after a cur dog, and though subsequently put to 
some of the best setter dogs in the kingdom, her 
puppies were never pure or worth keeping. We 
know that the greyhound breeders cross with a 
bull- dog to give their op eneag courage and 
tenacity of purpose, and that it does this for 
many generations; but that it is effected by 
always breeding from the progeny with grey- 
hounds, subsequently to the first bull-dog cross. 
It would be curious to inquire whether the grey- 
hound bitch subsequently breeding with pure 
greyhound, her progeny would show a similar 
transmission of the courage of the bull-dog, as 
we have seen it take place in the markings of 
the quagga, and the worthless peculiarities of 
the cur. 

Now, we only too well know that many dis- 
eases are capable of hereditary transmission, 
some more, some less; and I cannot but think 
the facts I have alluded to lend some color to 
the thought, that even as physical peculiarities, 
so may diseases be transmitted by the female, 
through herself and the actual father of her 
second progeny, as well as all their ancestors, 
may be free from any taint. In other words, it 
would seem far from improbable that if a woman 
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married, and had a child by a man who died the 
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subject of any well-marked hereditary disease, 
and she subsequently married and had children 


by her second husband, her first husband's dis- 
ease would have a tendency to show itself in her 
second family, even though neither she nor her 
second husband, or their ancestors, were subject 
to the malady. I presume that one point would 
be necessary to this, namely, that at the time of 
a by the first husband, he was then 

ither absolutely suffering from or very strongly 
predisposed to the disease transmitted. ‘Ihe 
investigation of this very curious and interesting 
question would incidentally throw much more 
light on how far constitutional peculiarities and 
diseases, such as gout, tubercle, insanity, &c., 
may be communicated’ by seminal transmission 
to the female, and be of considerable importance 
in determining many medical and social ques- 
tions, as the first husbands of widows, who re- 
marry and bear children, have frequently died 
of the severer forms of disease well known to be 
capable of hereditary transmission. 


On the employment of Coneine in the treat- 
ment of Hooping Cough, by Dr. Spencier.— 
Dr. Speneuer, of Herborn, having found coneine 
very successful in hooping cough in two epi- 
demics, separated from each other by an inter- 
val of three years, believed that he ought to 
rank this remedy above all the other medicines 
boasted of in this disease, such as tannin, digita- 
lin, vaccine matter, nitrate of silver, copper, &c. 
These are the cases in which he has used it, in 
the last epidemic that he has observed during 
the past winter. 

Ist. A boy, aged eight years, suffering from a 
severe hooping cough, now four weeks, was 
placed under his care, when the fits had in- 
creased in intensity and frequency. He pre- 
scribed for him a — composed of conia, 
gr. ss. aq. Zvj , to take a teaspoonful every three 
hours. Paroxysms became less frequent and less 
powerful, the child gains some liveliness and 
begins to eat. Soon the fits occurred no oftener 
than three or four times per diem ; but it showed 
itself (became) a new bronchial catarrh, followed 
by a pericarditis under which the child sank. 

The paroxysms of coughing, even during the 
pericarditis in which the conia was not adminis- 
tered, never acquired the severity that they had 
possessed before the use of the conia. 

2d. In the same family, there was another 
child, aged three or four months, who, at the 
time of the death of the preceding case had then 
reached the fifteenth day of the catarrhal period 
of the hooping cough, in the last days of which 
the ordinary cough began to appear, by par- 
oxysms, in such a manner that in the presence of 
the prevailing epidemic, these symptoms ought 
to be positively diagnostic when depending on 
the hooping cough. The child took, three times 
a day, one-fortieth of a grain of conia in orange 
eight flower water, and was cured at the end of 
days. 

3d. In the same house lived the parents of the 
same family, who had an infant six weeks old, 
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coughing constantly (or regularly) now for fifteen 
days, but which commenced, during the latter 
part of the time, to vomit after each fit of cough- 
ing, so that the parents perceived in advance the 
arg of the paroxysm. The child became 
blue in person, and the oppression many times 
became so great that the parents feared it would 
choke. This symptom, however, quickly disap- 
— each time, and the infant was quite 
ively during the intervals. The existence of 
the hooping cough was not doubtful. The 
patient took one-forty-eighth of a grain of conia 
— times a day, and was restored in eight 
ays. 

4th. The parents of a girl, whose elder sister 
had died from bronchitis during the stage of a 
hooping cough, refused any relief for that com-, 
plaint, the third week of which the child had 
now reached. The catarrhal period was already 
passed, and a fit of coughing ensued about every 
two or three hours. The child constantly kept 
its bed. Dr. Spenerer prescribed for it one- 
twentieth of a grain of conia three times a day, 
which dose failing to afford relief, was increased 
at the end of four days to one-tenth of a grain. 
In eight days the child recovered. 

An infant, one year old, was entrusted to Mr, 
Spencer by a fellow-physician, who was taken 
sick. ; 

This child, troubled with a hooping cough 
fully developed, had been treated heretofore in 
the catarrhal period without success, by means 
of tart. antimony and potasse, and muriate am- 
monia, &c., and more lately, for a long time, by 
aid of the pulsatilla, which some one pretended 
to have found useful in a prevalent epidemic at 
Giessen. The conia was given in a dose of one- 
sixteenth of a grain every hour, and he was com- 
pletely cured at the end of ten days.— Translated 
from the “ Allgemeine Medicumische Central 
Zetung.” By Dr. Ricken. 


Case of Transfusion of Blood.—Transfusion 
of blood is not a new operation, but it has so 
seldom been successful, that it is not inexpedient 
to record the instances which now and then have 
a prosperous termination. The Deutsche Klinck, 

ublished on the 7th of June, 1862, a case of the 

ind which had a favorable issue. The patient 
was a woman recently delivered, in whom the 
various hemostatics had in vain been resorted 
to to check profuse flooding. Syncope, refrigera- 
tion of the extremities, absence of arterial pulsa- 
tion, and altered countenance, denoted impending 
death, when Dr. Weickert, who communicates 
the case, determined on attempting transfusion 
of blood. 

The blood was supplied by a son of the sufferer, 
a vigorous lad of seventeen years. The median 
vein of the left arm of the dying woman was in 
the first place exposed, in the extent of one inch, 
and dissected from its attachments; a trocar 
was then inserted into the blood-vessel, and the 
syringe was adapted to the canula of the in- 
strument. A thread was, moreover, placed be- 
neath the vein, and raised so as to press the 
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latter against the tube whenever sudden move- 
ment of the sufferer compelled the surgeon to 
discontinue the injection. Dr. Weickert em- 
ployed Martin’s apparatus, and being above all 
anxious to prevent coagulation, he extracted 
from the veins of the boy, on each occasion, only 
the quantity strictly necessary to fill the syringe: 
this precaution had, however, an unexpected re- 
sult, which very nearly proved fatally prejudicial. 
After two or three aspirations, corresponding to 
as many abstractions of blood, the lad fainted, 
and inorder to complete the operation, it be- 
came necessary to have recourse to a female 
neighbor of healthy appearance, who obligingly 
consented to sacrifice a portion of her blood to 
save her friend. The patient soon recovered 
consciousness, and was promptly restored to 
perfect health. 

This felicitous result is especially remarkable, 
inasmuch as the operator was unable to prevent 
the coagulation, which he so much dreaded. Not 
only did the blood partially curdle while the pis- 
ton descended in the barrel of the syringe, but 
it began to concrete in the vase into which it 
flowed from the vein, although both syringe and 
recipient had been previously heated to the same 
temperature. M. Jaccoud, who discusses the case 
with much sagacity, remarks, with reason, that 
the course adopted by M. Weickert was caleu- 
lated to defeat his object, and to promote coagu- 
latiorw, The experiments instituted by Hunter, 
Hewson, and Scudamore, fully demonstrate the 
fact; and it seems established beyond contradic- 
tion that the temperature most favorable to co- 
agulation is that of the animal from whom the 
blood has been removed. Davy’s researches 
show, on the other hand, that at 32° Fahr. the 
formation of the clot is delayed one hour. M. 
Jaccoud does not, of course, assume that the 
blood to be injected into the veins of a subject 
whose natural temperature is about 100° should 
be reduced to freezing point, but as the most fa- 
vorable limit is not yet known, he conceives that 
it should be sought for experimentally, and that 
the surgeon should not blindly obey precepts 
founded on mere routine.—Jour. de Méd. et Chir. 


On the Value of Lint.—The opinion of the 
members of this Board having been frequently 
asked as to the value and importance of lint in 
the treatment of surgical cases, they beg leave 
to say that they are satisfied that there are other 
means that in most cases would be more useful, 
and in all equally so. They refer to old linen 
and cotton compresses, wet or dry, and soft 
sponges, which would, in almost if not in every 
instance be found to answer all purposes likely to 
be accomplished by the use of lint. GrorGE 
Haywarp, Chairman, Joun Warez, 8. D. Town- 
SEND, J. Mason Warren, 8S. Cazor, Jr., R. M. 
Hopers.— Boston Jour. 


The Commissioner of Internal Revenue has 
decided that but one license is required for a 
person who practices medicine, surgery, and 
dentistry. 
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On the detection of Blood Stains, by Dr. Erp-| 


MANN.—The most recent investigations have 
shown that the crystals of hemine discovered 
by Erdmann are the only constant elements of 
solid judgment as to the nature of stains of a 
doubtful nature. There is no question but that 
blood-globules are characteristic of blood; but 
as in many cases the stains to be submitted to 
analysis are not recent, and as the red globules 
become altered with great facility, their pre- 
sence cannot serve as an infallible criterion. As 
to the white corpuscles, Neuhauer has put in 
its true light the importance which has been 
recently attempted to be attached to them, by 
reminding microscopists that precisely similar 
bodies exist in urine, saliva, mucus, and it may 
be added, in pus. On the other hand, a chemical 
examination cannot lead to a satisfactory result, 
because all the chief principles of blood are met 
with in other animal fluids, and in addition seve- 
ral vegetable albuminized matters present the 
same reaction as the albuminous elements of the 
blood. 

Erdmann records a recent case which shows 
at once the insufficiency of a chemical examina- 
tion, and the necessity which exists for an ex- 
treme reserve in all medico-legal microscopic 
researches. The only trace of an assassination 
committed at Leipsic was a brownish stain situ- 
ated on the spot where the crime had been per- 

etrated; under the influence of rain this stain 

ad assumed the appearance of coagulated 
blood. An aqueous solution of this stain fur- 
nished a reddish fluid, which gave, with tannin, 
with ferrocyanide of potassium, and with Mil- 
lion’s solution, the same chemical reaction as the 
aqueous extract of dried blood. Examined 
under the microscope. the brown matter was 
found to contain some corpuscles similar to 
those of blood. But Erdmann having failed to 
discover crystals of hemine, conceived doubts as 
to the value of the other characters, and repeated 
with greater care the microscopical examination ; 
he then discovered that the bodies supposed to 
be blood-globules were the spores of an alga, 
which has been called the Porphyridium cru- 
entum, precisely on account of the resemblances 
of its spores to the globules of the blood. 


Erdmann in the course of his subsequent re- 
searches has simplified the method of Briicke for 
obtaining crystals of hemine, and has reduced it 
to the following steps:—He macerates the sus- 
pected stain in water and slowly evaporates the 
solution; he places this aqueous extract on one 
of the slips of glass used in microscopic examina- 
tions, and adds to it a minute crystal of common 
salt and a drop of glacial acetic acid; he exposes 
the slip of glass to a gentle heat over a spirit 
lamp and evaporates to dryness; when the glass 
is cool he adds a drop of acetic acid, and places 
the whole under a microscope with a magnifying 
power of two hundred and fifty diameters. If 
the stain contained blood, crystals of hemine 
will infallibly be seen in the drop of acetic acid; 
these are rhomboidal plates arranged in groups 
around a central point; their colour varies ac- 


NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 





Reaireee , Sifts < : BEE inte 





547 


cording to their thickness from yellow to red; 
the special character of these crystals is their 
solubility in caustic potash. Erdmann maintains 
that by this method he has obtained crystals of 
hemine from a stain of blood which could not be 
seen without a magnifying-glass.— Zectscrift fur 
re Chemie, I1., 1862; and Dublin Medical 
ress. 


—_———_o-o___—__- 


IMPORTANT EXPLANATORY CARD TO 
SUBSCRIBERS, . 


In connection with the issuance of the delayed 
numbers of Volume Eighth of the MeprcaL anp 
Sureican Reporter, the undersigned, who has 
been mainly instrumental in establishing the 
work, desires to make the following brief state- 
ment : 

The Reporter commenced its career as a 
weekly journal in 1858, and from that time to 
the outbreak of the rebellion, it was a remark- 
ably prosperous enterprise, thoroughly vindicat- 
ing the judgment of the undersigned in starting 
it. The rebellion was, for a time, a severe and 
sudden shock to almost every interest in the 
country. Its immediate effect on medical jour- 
nalism was to reduce the number of periodicals 
from about forty to twelve. Believing fully that 
the country would recover from the difficulties 
into which it had been so suddenly plunged, we 
determined to persevere in the publication of 
the Reporter.: Again our judgment was fully 
vindicated, for the heavy losses of Southern sub- 
scribers were soon much more than compensated 
for by large additions from all the States reached 
by the mails. 

But, just at this juncture, we took a viper to 
our bosom, who for a time, unsuspected, fed on 
our vitals, until he had well nigh exhausted our 
resources. A man by the name of Jacos G. 
Wuirts, who came, to us with a high character 
as @ man, and even a christian,,was employed 
as an agent. For several months of the year 
he appeared to be acting the part of an honest, 
upright, and successful agent. Meanwhile, as 
we afterward learned to our sorrow, he was not 
only making false returns to us of the amount 
of collections, but was degrading the work and 
its proprietors by getting subscribers on any 
terms, he cared not what, provided he obtained 
some money. He managed very adroitly to hide 
his villainies from us, but we are surprised that 
his shallow pretences and impositions were not 
detected by physicians who now write to us of 
his drunkenness, his disgusting familiarity, and 
his evident dishonesty. If they had informed us 
of these things at once, we should have been 
saved from rag bewren and have had it in our 
power to serve the profession much more satis- 
factorily than we have done. Our unwilling sus- 
— were, however, finally fully aroused, and 

Hite’s career of villainy was stopped,—but not 
until his embezzlements had reached a very large 
sum. Another agent, also.—A. W. Huti.— 
proved a defaulter to a large amount. 

At the date of writing this notice, we have 
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discovered discrepancies in cash accounts of 
these men to the amount of nearly ONE THOUSAND 
potLars—and do not yet know the full extent 
of the robbery. Add to this, the injury to the 
character of our enterprize in prejudicing sub- 
scribers against the Reporter, and causing 
irregularities that we could not control, and 
the only wonder is, that the work was not 
utterly ruined! The forbearance and conjfi- 
dence of the profession lays us under renewed 
obligations to labor earnestly to overcome every 
obstacle, and see that we do our part toward 
fulfilling the high destiny of the Reporter. 

But, unfortunately, our troubles were not over, 
when after great delay and expense we got these 
numbers ready for mailing. It seems as if our 
capacity for endurance and our faith were des- 
tined to be tested to the utmost. For, on mail- 
ing two of the numbers, our et tg refused 
to let them pass through the mazls except as 
transient matter, to be PREPAID, thus entazling 
onus an additional expense of OVER A HUNDRED 
DOLLARS for postage! 

The above explanation seems to be impera- 
tively called for, in order to show subscribers 
the chief cause of our delinquencies. But for 
the reasons given, we might have borne the addi- 
tion of over one hundred per cent. to the cost of 
paper, in the fall, without any material change 
in our work. As it was, we were compelled to 
reduce our expenses, to avoid greater disaster. 
How it was done, has been explained. 

Of course the dissatisfaction at our irregulari- 
ties which were imperfectly understood, cost us 
many subscribers. We sincerely trust that the 
above frank statement will prove satisfactory, 
and induce all to continue their countenance and 
support, and thus secure to the profession of 
this country a widely circulated, practical, inde- 
pendent medical journal, that can command the 
means to elicit the talent of the profession, and 
encourage investigation. A prompt and hearty 
support from our present subscribers alone will 
accomplish these desirable results. 

In his endeavors to serve the profession in the 
position in which Providence has placed him, the 
undersigned must rely entirely on thecr support, 
as the Reporter ts not a mere appendage to, 
and representative of some other interest, which 
can afford to make good any deficiency in tts 
encome from subscriptions. 

The numbers are all printed now, and will be 
mailed to all to whom they are due, as rapidly as 


we can spare the means to prepay. the postage. 
8. W. BUTLER 
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MARRIED. 


Hatsey—Morreti.—On the 17th inst., in New York, by 
Rev. Dr. Hardenburgh, William Halsey, M.D., and Mary F. 
Morrell, all of that city. . 

Loven—Harvey.—‘In New York, on Thursday, Sept. 18, by 
Rev. Francis E. Lawrence, Inglis Lough, Esq., M.D., and 
Clara, eldest daughter of Seth Harvey, Esq., Solicitor-General 
of Bermuda. 

Ssrra—Trruvune.—At Passaic, N. J., on Thursday, Sept. 25, 
by Rev. Mr. Strong, R. Burnett Smith, U. 8. A., and Annie E, 
daughter of Dr. Terhune, all of Passaic., 


NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 


Vou. VIII. No. 25, 26. 


DIED. 


Guxyn—At Key West, Fla., of yellow fever, Sergt. G. A. 

Gunn, Company B., Ninetieth Regiment, N. Y. 8. V., aged 21 

years, 17 days, eldest son of the late Dr. G. 0. Gunn, and 

oe! of Dr. A. M. Gunn, Health Officer of the Port of New 
ork. 

KrirKBRIpE.—On the morning of the 19th inst., Ann W. 
Kirkbride, wife of Thomas 8. Kirkbride, M.D., and daughter 
of the late Joseph R. and Ann Jenks, in the 49th year of her 
age. 





Vital Statistics, 


Or PaILaDELparA, for the week ending Sept. 13, 1862. 

Deaths.— Males, 155; females, 121; boys, 84; girls, 64. 
Total, 276. Adults, 128; children, 148. Under two years of 
age, 106. Natives, 204; Foreign, 47; People of color, 17. 

Among the causes of death, we notice—Apoplexy, 3; con- 
vulsions, 11; croup, 5; cholera infantum, 23; cholera mor- 
bus, 2; consumption, 26; diphtheria, 5; diarrhea and dysen- 
tery, 14; dropsy of head, 1; debility, 20; scarlet fever, 4; 


Or Parape pals, for the week ending Sept. 20, 1862. 
Deaths.—Males, 134; females, 114; boys, 71; girls, 59. 
Total, 248. Aduits, 118; children, 130. Under two years of 

age, 80. Natives, 173; Foreign, 49; People of color, 14. 
Among the causes of death, we notice—Apoplexy, 1; con- 
vulsions, 14; croup, 3; cholera infantum, 9; cholera morbus, 
1; consumption, 33; diphtheria, 9; diarrhaa and dysentery, 
WW: —— of head, 7; debility, 14; scarlet fever, 1; typhus 
and typhoid fever, 11; inflammation of brain, 7; of bowels, 4; 
of lungs, 9; bronchitis, 0; congestion of brain, 6; of lungs, 3; 
erysipelas, 0; hooping-cough, 4; marasmus, 11; small-pox, 0. 
For week ending Sept. 21, 1861. +255 
“ “ “ lz 2. 


Population of Phi 

Mortality, 1 in 2290. 
Or New York, for the week ending Sept. 8, 1862. 
Deaths.—Males, 278; females, 252; boys, 183; girls, 179; 


Total, 530. Adults, 163; children, 367. Under two years of 
age, 285. Natives, 392; Foreign, 1:8 ; Colored, 6. 

Among the causes of death, we notice—Apoplexy, 7; in- 
fantile convulsions, 38 ; croup, 9; diphtheria, ¥; scarlet fever, 
5; typhus and typhoid fevers, 11; cholera infantum, 89; cho- 
lera morbus, 0: consumption, 62; small-pox, 3; dropsy of 
head, 16; infantile marasmus, 62; diarrhea and dysentery, 
36; inflammation of brain, 12; of bowels, 9; of lungs, 15; 
bronchitis, 6; congestion of brain, 8; of lungs, 5; erysipelas, 
0; hooping cough, 10; measles, 2. 308 deaths occurred from 
acute disease, and 30 from violent causes. 

For week ending Sept. 1, 1861.... +000 
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Population of New York, by the census of 1860, 814,277. 
Mortality, 1 in 1536.3. 

Or New York, for the week ending Sept. 15, 1862. 

Deaths—Males, 274; females, 255; boys, 185; girls, 151. 
Total, 529. Adults, 193; children, 336. Under two years of 
age, 274. Natives, 384; Foreign, 145; Colored, 4. 

Among the causes of death, we notice—Apoplexy, 5; in- 
fantile convulsions, 40 ; croup, 11; diphtheria, 9; scarlet fever, 
3; typhus and typhoid fevers, 14; cholera infantum, 75; cho- 
lera morbns, 0; consumption, 56; small-pox, 2; dropsy of 
head, 18; infantile marasmus, 55; diarrhea and dysentery, 
30; inflammation of brain, 11; of bowels, 12; of lungs, 8; 
bronchitis, 5; congestion of brain, 9; of lungs, 8; erysipelas, 
0; hooping-cough, 0; measles, 3: 296 deaths occurred from 
acute disease, and 42 from violent causes. 


Or Boston, for the week ending Sept. 13, 1862. 

Deaths—Males, 32; females, 41. Total, 73. Natives, 55; 
Foreign, 18. 

Among the causes of death, we notice—Phthisis, 10; cholera 
infantum, 13; croup, 2; scarlet fever, 1; pneumonia, 2; 
variola, 0; dysentery, 3; typhus fever, 2; diphtheria, 0; 
hooping-cough, 0; convulsions, 2. 

Population of Boston, 1860, 177,902 Average corrected to 
| increased population, 111.16. Mortality, 1 in 2437. 











